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Main Idea 
 

Rule: The Main Idea of a story is what the writer wants you to know. 
Usually, the Main Idea is in the first or last sentence of a paragraph. 

 
Directions: Read these Main Ideas, and decide why these are important. 
 
1. What is the main reason for brushing your hair? 

a. To use good grooming habits. 
b. So your mom won’t yell at you. 
c. So you can go to school. 

 
2. What is the main reason for playing sports? 

a. To show everyone how good you are. 
b. To learn how to win every time. 
c. To learn how to play the game and get along with 

others. 
 
3. What is the main reason not to disturb the classroom? 

a. So the teacher doesn’t hear you. 
b. So that everyone can learn and pay  
    attention. 
c. To go out to recess. 

 
4. What is the main reason for going to Disneyland? 

a. To see your friends. 
b. So you don’t have to go to school for a day. 
c. To have fun and ride the rides. 
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5. What is the main reason for having a pet? 

a. So that you can learn how to take care of 
something. 

b. So that you have something more in your room. 
c. Because everyone else has one. 



 
www.etap.org 

Language Arts Lesson 4 
Reading Comprehension (K-3) 

 
Instruction 4-8 

Main Idea and Supporting 
Details 

Worksheet 1 

Name:__________________ 
 

Date:__________________

 

3 of 4 
© B. J. Subbiondo 2003 

 

Answer Key 
Main Idea 

 
Rule: The Main Idea of a story is what the writer wants you to know. 
Usually, the Main Idea is in the first or last sentence of a paragraph. 

 
Directions: Read these Main Ideas, and decide why these are important. 
 
1. What is the main reason for brushing your hair? 

a. To use good grooming habits. 
b. So your mom won’t yell at you. 
c. So you can go to school. 

 
2. What is the main reason for playing sports? 

a. To show everyone how good you are. 
b. To learn how to win every time. 
c. To learn how to play the game and get along with 

others. 
 
3. What is the main reason not to disturb the classroom? 

a. So the teacher doesn’t hear you. 
b. So that everyone can learn and pay 

attention. 
c. To go out to recess. 

 
4. What is the main reason for going to Disneyland? 

a. To see your friends. 
b. So you don’t have to go to school for a day. 
c. To have fun and ride the rides. 
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5. What is the main reason for having a pet? 

a. So that you can learn how to take care of 
something. 

b. So that you have something more in your room. 
c. Because everyone else has one. 

 


